
DRUGS & 
ALCOHOL 

CONSULTATION



OVERVIEW

• Why are we delivering a scheme on Drugs and Alcohol?

• What do we do already?

• What does the scheme look like and how will I know 

what my child is learning?

• When will you know we’re teaching this subject matter?



DRUGS AND ALCOHOL IN CALDERDALE 
– WHY IT’S A PRESSING ISSUE
• The estimated prevalence rate (2011/2012) of opiate or crack cocaine users aged 

15-64 years is 7.9 per 1,000, (1,058 adults) which is consistent with the national 

average. Of these, the estimated prevalence for those injecting opiates/crack 

cocaine is 1.89 per 1,000 (253 adults) (Public Health England (PHE), Prevalence 

Estimates by Local Authority).

• The proportion of the drug treatment population who have been in treatment for 

over six years (and over ten years) is unusually high.

• There is a growing problem of poly-substance use: some 16-18% of alcohol service 

users also use drugs and 18% of drug service users also drink.



DRUGS AND ALCOHOL IN CALDERDALE 
– WHY IT’S A PRESSING ISSUE
• Given the characteristics of Calderdale’s 16 year old and over drinking population, we would 

expect that:

• 74% would drink at a ‘lower risk’ level; 14 units per week

• 19% would drink at an ‘increasing risk’ level; Between 14 and 35 (women)  14 and 50 (men)

• 7% would drink at a ‘higher risk level’. More than 35 units per week (women)  50 units per 

week (men)

• Of these:

• 23% would binge drink.



ISSUES BROUGHT TO THE SCHOOL THIS YEAR

A group of concerned parents approached me to talk about drug dealing of cannabis in the skate 

park after school that are targeting Year 8 pupils who used to attend Riverside.



ISSUES BROUGHT TO THE SCHOOL THIS YEAR

A concerned parent raised concerns regarding children picking up a vape discarded in park and 

trying it…



WHAT DO WE DO ALREADY IN TERMS OF 
DRUGS AND ALCOHOL IN THE CURRICULUM?

• Medicine and some focus on drugs and tobacco is covered across the Science 

curriculum

• Early Years Foundation looks at keeping healthy as well

• Our new, whole federation resource JIGSAW also looks at drugs and alcohol 

at various points during the ‘Healthy Me’ focus in Summer 1.

• We run various assemblies during the year too that look at health and at times 

explicitly discuss aspects such as smoking and vaping.



PROGRESSION OF LEARNING



EXAMPLES OF RESOURCES – YEAR 1



EXAMPLES OF RESOURCES – YEAR 2



EXAMPLES OF RESOURCES – YEAR 3



EXAMPLES OF RESOURCES – YEAR 4



EXAMPLES OF RESOURCES – YEAR 5



EXAMPLES OF RESOURCES – YEAR 6



WHEN WILL WE TEACH THIS?
• At Riverside we’ll aim to teach this in Summer 1 every academic year.

• In the Infant Schools we will add these lesson plans alongside our science curriculum 

(Animals, including humans).

• At Central St the Y1 children will learn about medicines in the Autumn Term and Y2 in 

the second half of the Summer Term.

• At Stubbings the curriculum has 2 cycles, this year (cycle 2) the children will learn 

about medicines in the second half of the Summer Term.   The following year (cycle 1), 

this learning will be done in the Autumn.

• Beforehand, we’ll send out a letter to inform families it’s coming up so you’re aware in 

case your child starts to ask questions and engage  with you at home about it.

• We’ll also create web page similar to the RSE page on the school’s website so that 

you can see the overviews for each year group as and when your child progresses 

through the school.



ANYTHING TO QUESTIONS?
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